PROPERthoughts
Lessons for the Fifth Sunday in Lent

Series A, Lent 5
April 2, 2017

Psalm 130 ~ This cry from the depths of distress trusts confidently and waits expectantly for God's mercy.
Ezekiel 37:1–14 ~ Ezekiel saw that God can revive dried bones as well as the dried hopes of His people.
Romans 8:1–11 ~ Those who are in Christ are no longer dead because of sin, but alive through the Spirit.
John 11:17–45 (46–53) ~ After Jesus raised Lazarus, the leaders of the people began plotting to kill Jesus.
or John 11:17–27, 38–53
GATHERING THE TEXTS: The Gift of the Spirit is Life.
When the people of Israel thought they had no hope because they were exiled to Babylon, God showed Ezekiel
that his Spirit can make even dry bones live again. That same Spirit of God raised Jesus from the dead and gives
us life as God's children. After Jesus raised Lazarus, Caiaphas, speaking by the Spirit, was ready to sacrifice
Jesus' life for the life of Israel.
PRAYER BEFORE THE SERVICE: Lord Jesus, you are indeed the Resurrection and the Life. You have given
and continue to keep me in the true faith. Strengthen my trust and comfort me with the assurance of life
everlasting through the power of your redeeming death and triumphant resurrection. Amen.
STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT: We have been given new life in Christ and spiritual gifts to use for the church’s
nurture and mission.
OFFERING PRAYER: Spirit power, O mighty breath of God,
Fill our hearts with hope to meet the day.
Send us out to breathe new life abroad;
Use our gifts to share Your living way. Amen.
CONVICTION AND COMFORT: We scheme to oppose whatever threatens our power or authority, just as the
chief priests and Pharisees did after Lazarus was raised to life again. While death is at work in our power grab,
the Spirit of God is at work in Jesus’ life and through his death. God restores life to our hopeless existence
through the gift of His Spirit in the power of Christ.

