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Lessons for Fourth Sunday after Pentecost July 6, 2025
Psalm 66:1-7 ~ All the earth joins in praise to God for his deliverance and preservation.

Isaiah 66:10-14 ~ /saiah proclaimed God’s promise to bring the exiles back and restore Jerusalem to peace.
Galatians 6:1-10, 14-18 ~ Peace is restored when sin is confronted and the sinner moved to repentance.
Luke 10:1-20 ~ The seventy-two prophets of peace proclaimed the kingdom of God in word and deed.

GATHERING THE TEXTS: Disturbing or Restoring the Peace

Isaiah brought God’s promise to restore Jerusalem and bring peace to His people
when He would return them from exile. The seventy-two whom Jesus sent out
were messengers of God’s peace; they proclaimed: "Peace to this house. The
kingdom of God is near you." St. Paul wrote, when our peace is disrupted by sin
we are to restore the sinner, gently. What counts is the new peace that God has
created in Christ.

PRAYER BEFORE THE SERVICE: Make me an instrument of your peace, Lord.
Where | have known turmoil, you have given me tranquility; when | have known
sin, you have granted me forgiveness. Help me share your grace with others, not
disturbing the peace, but restoring it. Amen.

STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT: Jesus sent the seventy-two out with few provisions
and no money to demonstrate their dependence on those who heard their
proclamation of God’s Kingdom peace. We support the teaching of the Gospel
when we provide for those who bring God’s Good News.

OFFERING PRAYER:
Your Kingdom, Lord, does not depend on moneybags and wealth,
But rather on the riches of Your love and grace and truth.
From love of earthly goods and power, we pray, grant us release,
And bless these gifts that they may spread Your promised word of peace.
Amen.

CONVICTION AND COMFORT: We think peace is promoted by quietly putting up
with sin, especially if we are the ones who are guilty! But Jesus says there can be
no peace when sin is not acknowledged and repented. When sin has trapped a
person, she or he can be released and restored by a believer who leads the sinner
to the forgiveness offered through Jesus who has given believers authority over
sin and Satan.

Questions to Consider: When peace is broken who will pick up the pieces?

* Why did the exiled people of God see the return to Jerusalem as a promise of peace?
* What is the biggest impediment to peace?

* What did the Seventy-two carry with them when they went out into the country side?

* How can you carry God’s peace into the world?

BONUS: page 2 - A Christmas promise of peace



MENDED HEARTS FOR CHRISTMAS

The Gift, the Giver, and Recipient,

all wrapped in swaddling with a bow of hay,

was present to a broken world that went

along its proud and stubborn, deadly way.

The Gift, the Giver, and Recipient,

with loving care, selected carefully,

handcrafted it Himself and had it sent,

wrapped just in loincloth, hanging on a tree.

The Gift, the Giver, and Recipient,

waits patiently for burdens from your heart,

unwraps the aches and pains, the sins that bent

your love with pride and broke two friends apart.
Now use the gift the Christ Child bought for you;

with healing words mend broken hearts anew.
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God grant you mended hearts
and forgiven friends this Christmas.



