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Lessons for Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost September 25, 2022
Psalm 146  ~ Praise to God who gives help and hope to the poor and rescues the oppressed.
Amos 6:1-7 ~ Amos warned the wealthy who took advantage of the poor that God would judge them.
1 Timothy 6:6-19  ~ True treasures are found in Christ’s love for us and are stored by sharing with others.
Luke 16:19-31~ Jesus’ parable teaches that NOW is the time to respond to those who suffer.

GATHERING THE TEXTS: Don’t Mistake Living for Life.
The prophet Amos warned the wealthy people of his day that the life of luxury is not a seal of God’s
approval.  St. Paul warned Timothy to beware of the deception of riches, which many people set their
hopes upon, instead of trusting in God who in Christ  alone gives us that which  is truly life.   Jesus
contrasted the luxurious living of the rich man with the miserable life of Lazarus, to uncover the eternal
consequences of a self-sufficient life and one which is dependent on the mercy of our gracious God.
Eternal life, won for us by Christ who rose from the dead, is worth much more than all the luxuries of
this world.

PRAYER BEFORE THE SERVICE:  Holy Spirit, open my eyes to see the difference between the Life
bought by the blood of Christ and the temporary living that is secured only by such things as silver and
gold.  Help me talk to my sisters and brothers in this life, using the possessions you have provided me,
in ways that will point them to the Life that has no end.  Amen.

STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT:  God has given us great riches in forgiveness and eternal life.  He also
blesses us with material goods necessary to support our bodily life.  By sharing with those in physical
need, we may open the door of eternal life to them through the grace of God in Christ Jesus.

OFFERING PRAYER: O Lord, You bless us in so many ways!
Your love surrounds us all our days!
Move us to wrap Your love around the poor
Who lack for faith, and food, and more.  Amen.

CONVICTION AND COMFORT: When we think our material circumstances are signs of God’s approval
or disapproval, we may become depressed or self-satisfied.  We may give up on life or look down on
people in need.  Whether poor or wealthy, we are completely dependent on the riches of God’s grace
in Jesus Christ, who by His faithful witness, has given us what is truly the abundant life. 

Questions to Consider:  When is it not “just stuff?”

• Why was God displeased with those who “lie on beds of ivory,” etc.?
• Why does a love of money often lead to ruin and destruction?
• How is Abraham’s answer about someone rising from the dead prophetic?
• What in this parable do you think would have startled the hearers most?

Bonus on next page:   Lazarus – Compelled to Talk to the Brothers



COMPELLED TO TALK TO THE BROTHERS

There once was a wealthy, self-satisfied man.
He lived like a king, and he feasted first rate;
But day after day he walked right past a man
Who begged for the food that he left on his plate.

This tale is not pleasant or easy to tell,
For both men passed on in the way of all flesh,
And one went to heaven, the other one -- well,
His life had been full, but his end was not blessed.

The rich man in torment then begged for a drink,
But when he found out the poor man from his gate
Could not help or comfort him -- what do you think?
He begged that his brothers might not share his fate!

The love of our Savior whose mercy alone,
Has won our salvation and paid our sins’ dues,
Compels us to talk to the brothers at home
And speak with our sisters to tell the good news.

Lord God, we have failed you in word and by deed;
As beggars we come to the throne of your grace.
Awake our compassion for people in need,
Especially for those who still hide from your face.
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Tune: MALDWYN 11 11 11 11
(LW # 349, “Delay Not, Delay Not”
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Tune: ST DENIO     11 11 11 11

     (LW # 451, LSB # 802 “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”)
 


